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The meeting opened on Tuesday 10 November 1998 at 10.25 with Mr. Gian Giacomo Migone (Italy), Chairman of the Committee, in the Chair.

1.
Introductory remarks by the Chairman
The Chairman welcomed all participants to the meeting and expressed his gratitude to the United Kingdom delegation for their welcome.  He commemorated Mrs. Schulte’s recent sad loss of her husband, also reminding the members of Mr. Schulte’s prominent political career.

He then introduced the subjects to be discussed with an emphasis on developments in South‑Eastern Europe and Northern Ireland and reminded members of the procedures for the Plenary Session.

2.
Adoption of the draft Agenda [AR 255 CC (98) 19 rev. 2]
The Chairman informed members of an additional  item on the agenda.

The draft Agenda [AR 255 CC (98) 19 rev. 2] was then adopted.

3.
Adoption of the Minutes of the meeting of the Civilian Affairs Committee held in Barcelona on 23 May 1998 [AR 89 CC (98) 10]

The Minutes [AR 89 CC (98) 10] were adopted.

4.
Procedure for the Committee Resolutions

The Chairman reminded members of the procedure for the submission of amendments to the Committee resolutions.

5.
Presentation by H.E. Mr. Christopher R. Hill, US Ambassador to the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and US Special Envoy to Kosovo

The Chairman introduced Ambassador Hill, who has had vast experience in the region.

Ambassador Hill spoke of the situation in Kosovo and the role NATO played in the negotiations process.

Mr. Warner (USA), Mr. Zijlstra (NL), Mrs. Nardini (I), Mr. van Eekelen (NL), Mr. Moya (E), Mr. Assadourian (CDN), Mr. Zela (AL) spoke and Ambassador Hill responded.  The Chairman spoke and thanked Ambassador Hill.

The Chairman proposed to reverse items 6 and 7 on the agenda and first gave the floor to Mr. van Eekelen (Netherlands), Rapporteur, to present his draft Interim Report.

7.
Consideration of the draft Interim Report of the Sub-Committee on Civilian Security and Co-operation on Military Support for Civilian Operations in the Context of Peacekeeping Missions [AR 260 CC/CSC (98) 2] presented by Mr. Wim van Eekelen (Netherlands), Rapporteur

The Rapporteur presented the draft Interim Report and spoke of problems of co-ordination between military and civilian organizations.

The Chairman, Alice Mahon (UK) and Mr. Paecht (F) made comments, to which the Rapporteur replied.

The draft Interim Report [AR 260 CC/CSC (98) 2] was adopted unanimously.

6.
Consideration of the draft Special Report on Media and Civil War:  The Bosnia and Herzegovina Experience, presented by Mr. Costel Gheorghiu (Romania), Associate Rapporteur [AR 257 CC (98) 21]
The Rapporteur gave a short presentation of the draft Special Report because it had already been discussed in Barcelona.

The Rapporteur replied to comments made by the Chairman, Mr. Murray (CDN), Mrs. Heal (UK) and Mr. Ruzin (the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia).
The draft Special Report  [AR 257 CC (98) 21] was adopted.


Presentation by Professor Isa Zymberi, Director of the Kosovar Information Centre, London

The Chairman introduced Professor Zymberi, who represented President Rugova.
Professor Zymberi spoke about the current developments in Kosovo and the Balkans and looked into future options for the region.

Professor Zymberi replied successively to questions by Mr. Assadourian (CDN), Mr. van Eekelen (NL), the Chairman, Alice Mahon (UK), Mr. Ruzin (the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia) and the Chairman.

The Chairman thanked Professor Zymberi for his presentation.

8.
Presentation by the Rt. Hon. Dr. Marjorie Mowlam M.P., Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, on The “Good Friday” Agreement on Northern Ireland
The Chairman welcomed Dr. Mowlam, one of the main architects and the chief guarantor of the “Good Friday” Agreement on Northern Ireland.

After a presentation on the ongoing efforts of the British Government to anchor the peace in Northern Ireland, Dr. Mowlam responded to questions by Mr. Mates (UK), Mrs. Nardini (I), Mr. Moya (E), Alice Mahon (UK), the Chairman, Mr. Assadourian (CDN) and Mr. Carreteiro (P).
The Chairman thanked Dr. Mowlam for her presentation.
9.
Presentation by Ambassador Giancarlo Aragona, Secretary General of the OSCE on The OSCE’s Role in South-Eastern Europe
The Chairman welcomed Ambassador Aragona, pointing out the new tasks with which the OSCE had been entrusted in Kosovo.

Ambassador Aragona gave a presentation on the task of the OSCE in South-Eastern Europe and then took questions from Mr. van Eekelen (NL), Mr. Chauveau (F), Mr. Ozerov (Russian Federation) and the Chairman.
The Chairman thanked Ambassador Aragona for his presentation.

10.
Presentation by H.E. Dr. Rexhep Meidani, President of the Republic of Albania

The Chairman introduced President Meidani, pointing out his role in mediating between the two major political parties in Albania.

President Meidani spoke of the present situation in his country and its prospects for democracy.

President Meidani then responded to questions asked by Mr. Moya (E), Mr. Pinggera (I), Mr. Baumel (WEU), Mr. Tabladini (I), Mr. Zijlstra (NL), Mr. Assadourian (CDN) and Mr. Uelhoff (FRG).

At 11.00 the Chairman called on members to observe two minutes’ silence in memory of all those who had lost their lives in war.

The Chairman thanked President Meidani for his presentation.

11.
Consideration of the draft General Report on Stability in South-Eastern Europe:  An Ongoing Challenge [AR 256 CC (98) 20] and consideration of amendments and vote on the draft Resolution on Security in South-Eastern Europe [AR 262 CC (98) 24 rev. 1] presented by Mr. Arthur Paecht (France), General Rapporteur

The Chairman reminded members that the Committee was not to have an elaborate discussion on the report but would instead focus on the draft Resolution;  he gave the floor to the General Rapporteur.

The General Rapporteur presented the draft General Report and the draft Resolution.

Alice Mahon (UK), Mr. Ruzin (the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia), Mrs. Nardini (I) and the Chairman made comments on the draft General Report, to which the General Rapporteur replied.
Mr. Zela (AL) then moved Amendment No. 10, as follows:

In paragraph 4, after the words "Serbian policy of", insert the words "ethnic cleansing,".

Mr. Paecht (F) sympathised with the proposed Amendment, but could not accept it.

Mr. Assadourian (CDN) spoke.

Mr. Zela (AL) withdrew Amendment No. 10.

Mr. Ozerov (Russian Federation) moved Amendment No. 15, as follows:

In paragraph 5, insert the word "strongly" before the word "condemning".

The General Rapporteur accepted Amendment No. 15.

Amendment No. 15 was adopted.

Mr. Zela (AL) moved Amendment No. 11, as follows:

In paragraph 5, delete the words "and terrorist".

Mr. McInnes (USA) opposed the Amendment.

The General Rapporteur suggested to replace the words “terrorist means” by “indiscriminate attacks”.

The revised Amendment No. 11 was adopted.

Mr. Ozerov (Russian Federation) moved Amendment No. 16, as follows:

In paragraph 7, after the word "Serbian" insert the words "and any other".

The Chairman spoke in favour of the Amendment.

The General Rapporteur rejected the Amendment because of reasons of form.

Amendment No. 16 was adopted.

Mr. Ozerov (Russian Federation) moved Amendment No. 17, as follows:

In paragraph 8, replace the word "self-administration" by the word "autonomy".

Mr. Zela (AL) moved Amendment No. 12 as follows:

In paragraph 8, replace the words "requirement for self-administration of the people" by the words "enhanced autonomy status".

The General Rapporteur accepted Mr. Zela’s Amendment No. 12, adding that both Amendments Nos. 12 and 17 were theoretically acceptable to him.

Mr. Ozerov (Russian Federation) withdrew Amendment No. 17.

Amendment No. 12 was unanimously adopted.

Mr. Papaelias (GR) moved Amendment No. 14 rev., as follows:

Leave out paragraph 8 and insert the following new paragraph:

"Reaffirming the commitment of the international community to the requirement for self‑administration of the people of Kosovo as will result from future negotiations, as well as to a respect for international borders and the territorial integrity of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia;"

The Chairman proposed to hold Amendment No. 14 rev. pending, because Amendment No. 12 had just been accepted and advised Mr. Papaelias to consider the text which had just been adopted.

Mr. Dayanikli (TR) moved Amendment No. 7 as follows:

In paragraph 21, delete the words "the weakness of state institutions and".

The General Rapporteur spoke against Amendment No. 7 and asked Mr. Dayanikli to withdraw his Amendment.

Mr. Dayanikli (TR) withdrew Amendment No. 7.

Mr. Dayanikli (TR) moved Amendment No. 6, as follows:

Delete sub-paragraph 22.d.

Mr. Ruzin (the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia), Mr. Zela (AL) and the Chairman spoke.

The General Rapporteur supported the spirit of the Amendment and suggested amending the text as follows: 

replace the words “the Kosovo Liberation Army” by “all political tendencies”.

The oral amendment was adopted.

Mr. Dayanikli (TR) moved Amendments Nos. 1, 2, 3 rev., 4 and 5 at the same time, worded as follows:

Delete sub-paragraph 22.f.

Delete sub-paragraph 22.h.

Delete sub-paragraph 22.i.

Delete sub-paragraph 22.k.

Delete sub-paragraph 22.q.

The General Rapporteur first commented on Amendment No. 1 and suggested changing the text of sub-paragraph 22.f. and deleting the second part of the sentence after the words “the sanction regime”.

Mr. Ozerov (Russian Federation) spoke and suggested adding “imposed by the UN Security Council”.

The oral amendment was adopted.

The General Rapporteur then commented on Amendment No. 2 and suggested changing the word “intensify” to “pursue with vigour” in sub-paragraph 22.h.

The oral amendment was adopted.

Mr. Dayanikli (TR) withdrew Amendment No. 3 rev.

Mr. Ozerov moved Amendments Nos. 18 and 19, as follows: 

At the end of sub-paragraph 22.i., add the following words "and on the condition that the UN mandate will be obtained;" 

Delete sub-paragraph 22.j. 

The General Rapporteur rejected Amendments Nos. 18 and 19.

Amendment No. 18 was rejected.

Amendment No. 19 was rejected.

Mr. Dayanikli (TR) withdrew Amendment No. 4.

Mr. Dayanikli (TR) moved Amendment No. 8 as follows: 

In paragraph 22.m., after the words "Federal Republic of Yugoslavia" insert the following words:

"the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia".  (The Turkish sponsor of the Amendment used the following wording:  “the Republic of Macedonia”).
Mr. Ruzin (the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia) spoke.

The Chairman spoke.

Mr. Dayanikli (TR) withdrew Amendment No. 8.

Mr. Zela (AL) moved Amendment No. 13 as follows:

In sub-paragraph 22.p., replace the words "support an" by the words "support the new".

The Chairman spoke, as did Mr. Assadourian (CDN).

The General Rapporteur suggested a new wording in sub-paragraph 22.p.:  “the legal Albanian authorities” instead of the words “an Albanian Government”.

The oral amendment was adopted.

Mr. Dayanikli (TR) moved Amendment No. 9 as follows:

In sub-paragraph 22.p., after the words "determined to", insert the words "combat corruption, increase stability and".

Mr. Zela (AL) spoke in favour of the Amendment.

The General Rapporteur accepted Amendment No. 9.

Amendment No. 9 was adopted.

Mr. Dayanikli (TR) withdrew Amendment No. 5.

The Chairman returned to Amendment No. 14 rev. of Mr. Papaelias (GR), suggesting the change proposed by Mr. Zela be made to paragraph 8 (as earlier modified by Amendment No. 12).

The General Rapporteur accepted the Amendment as thus explained.

The revised Amendment No. 14 was adopted.

The draft Resolution on Security in South-Eastern Europe [AR 262 CC (98) 24 rev. 1] , as amended, was adopted.

The draft General Report on Stability in South-Eastern Europe: An Ongoing Challenge [AR 256 CC (98) 20] was adopted.

12.
Consideration of amendments and vote on the draft Resolution on Civil-Military Co‑operation in the Context of Peace-Support Operations presented by Mr. Wim van Eekelen (Netherlands), Rapporteur [AR 263 CC (98) 25 rev. 1]

No amendment had been tabled to the draft Resolution.

The draft Resolution on Civil-Military Co‑operation in the Context of Peace-Support Operations [AR 263 CC (98) 25 rev. 1] was adopted.

13.
Election of the officers of the Committee and Sub-Committee

The Chairman stated which members of the Committee were eligible for re-election and which functions had become vacant.

On the proposal of the Chairman, the following officers were elected by acclamation:

Civilian Affairs Committee
Chairman
Mr. 
Giacomo Migone (I), re-elected



General Rapporteur
Mr. 
Paecht (F), re-elected



Vice-Chairmen
Mr.
Papaelias (GR), re-elected




Mr. 
McInnis (USA), re-elected



Associate Rapporteur
Mr. 
Ruzin (the former Yugoslav



on Minorities

Republic of Macedonia), elected

Sub-Committee on Civilian 
Chairperson 

Alice Mahon (UK), re-elected
Security and Co-operation 
Vice-Chair
Mrs. 
Brisepierre (F), re-elected



Rapporteur
Mr.
Chauveau (F), elected

14.
Discussion of the future activities of the Committee and Sub-Committee

The Chairman reminded members of the forthcoming activities:


-  Rose-Roth seminar in Bulgaria in March;


-  Annual seminar at Lake Ohrid in July;

-  Visit to Albania, Serbia and Kosovo.

The Chairman then suggested the following topics for study:


-  the legitimacy of military intervention, taking into account NATO’s new Strategic Concept; 


-  the use of mercenaries in modern war-fighting and peacekeeping; 

-  the Balkans, Russian Federation and Ukraine;

and invited members to make other suggestions.

Alice Mahon (UK), Mr. Zijlstra (NL), Mrs. Nardini (I), the Chairman, Mr. Assadourian (CDN) and the Chairman spoke.  The Chairman would prepare a proposal for further activities together with the General Rapporteur and the Director.
15.
Any other business

The Chairman informed the members that his report on Turkey [AR 258 CC (98) 22], which was discussed at the Barcelona session, would be printed in the brochure, together with the response of the Turkish delegation.

16.
Date and place of next meeting

The next meeting of the Civilian Affairs Committee will be held during the Spring Session in Warsaw, Poland, on 28 May 1999.

17.
Final remarks by the Chairman

The Chairman thanked all those attending the meeting, the staff of the Committee, the staff of the UK delegation and the interpreters.

The meeting closed at 17.00 on Wednesday 11 November.
_______________

